[Diffuse panbronchiolitis in an Asian woman with severely obstructed pulmonary disease].
A 41-year-old woman was referred for severely obstructed pulmonary disease 4 years after she stopped smoking. Treatment for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) had no effect and lung function worsened in the following years. The clinical, radiological and pathological characteristics led us to the diagnosis of diffuse panbronchiolitis. She was treated with clarithromycin. After 1 year, major improvement was seen in clinical, radiological and spirometric features. Diffuse panbronchiolitis is a rare obstructive disorder that is usually seen in people of Japanese descent. Patients respond well to treatment with low-dose macrolide treatment.